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INTRODUCTION.

So much has been written respecting Codex A. that we
shall scarcely be expected to say anything new; yet we do not
intend either to review or even to enumerate the publications,
which we bave consulted upon the subject, and we shall only
casually refer to some of them. This course seems to accord
best with the design of this edition, which was rather to fur-
nish a faithful transcript of the manuscript than critically to
E<om9mpg it, and to embody the results in copious prolegomena
or elaborate notes. The aim of the present introduction, there-
fore, will be to supply the reader with some miscellaneous in-
formation respecting the document, to give him an accurate
description of it as it is, and to add some enquiry with regard
to its probable source and antiquity, with an explanation of
what has been done in this wc._c_momaou*v. The reader who is
on_% partially acquainted with the literature of the subject, will
at once perceive that what we are about to say, will not super-
sede the use of other and more important helps to the study
of the New Testament text of the Alexandrine Codex, of which
we now proceed to speak. )

*) We may here state once for all, that many aof the facts and sug-
gestions in this introduction, are either borrowed from Grabe, Woide etc.,
or in accordance with their statements. The prolegomena of Woide con-
tain very muck of which no use has here been made, and the claims of
brevity have often compelled us to condense what he has developed at con-
siderable length, In the notes to the text also, Woide's edition has heen
»...g_w used, and generally our obligations to him have been very great.

CODEX ALEX. A
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I :
Codex A., or the Codex Alexandrinus, is one of the mgst
ancient and important of the manuscripts of the Greek scrip-
tures known to be extant in our day. The Old Testament por-
tion has been either wholly or partially edited on several occa-
sions, of which the most noticeable are the facsimile edited by
Baber, in 1819, and what may be called the restored edition
by Mr. Field very recently issued, and indeed since the present
edition was commenced. The New Testament has been printed
only once, in 1786, when through the munificence of the autho-
ritics of the British Museum, it was given to the world in fac-
simile, under the editorship of that excellent scholar C. G. Woide.
This work was in folio, with admirable prolegomena and notes,
but it has long been both scarce and expensive. Modern stu-
dents are mostly indebted for their knowledge of Codex A., so
far as its readings are concerned, to the various collators who
have given to the world the results of their enquiries. The prin-
cipal collators throughout have. been Patrick Young (better
known as Junius), Walton, Fell, Mill, Grabe, Wetstein and
Woide. The great mass of critics have borrowed from these,
and some of them, among whom even Dr. Tischendorf must
be included, have occasionally given as various readings, errors
~of Woide's cdition®).

Cardinal Mai’s edition of the Vatican Codex, and other si-
milar publications of original texts, naturally led to the desire
that more should be done in the same dircction, and that the
Alexandrine Codex in particular, should be printed in ordinary
type, in a portable form, and at a reasonable price. This edi-
tion has therefore been undertaken to supply an acknowledged
deficiency, and to gratify a reasonable wish. The English re-
print of Codex B., has been adopted as a model, and it is

%) Besides the collators above named, the Codex has been examined

by Grieshach, Scholz, Tischendorf and others. With reference to the errors

of Woide's text, it will bo scen that wa have carefully noted all we have
been able to detect, except such as he himself has pointed out in his Pro-

legomena.
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number of those who critically examine the original text of the
Now Testament for themselves.

This manuscript was formerly in the possession of Cyril
Lucar, at one time Patriarch of Alexandria and afterwards of
Constantinople, where he was put to death by the arbitrar
decree of the Turkish emperor in 1638. Cyril made a Smosw
of the precious volumes of this document to king Orm_._mw I, in
1629, and it has ever-since been regarded as the most mE,S..
tant manuscript of the Greek scriptures in this country, !

The portion containing the New Testament is a volume
.anmE.Fm somewhat more than ten inches wide and fourteen
inches high. ..Euo material is thin, fine, and very beautiful
vellum, often discoloured at the mmm.mm » which have been injured
by time, but more by the ignorance or carelessness of the mo-
dern binder, who has not always spared the text, especially at
the upper inner margin. The manuseript is written in a light
E:m elegant hand in uncial letters. These letters at the end of
a line are often very small, and much of the writing is very
palo and faint. Kach page contains two columns of aamﬁ. In
the margins to the left hand, the Eusebian canons are mnoted
throughout the four Gospels, as well as the larger sections into
which these books were anciently divided*). Some of the nu-

*) The following account of the ancient divisions of the New Testa-
ment is from the Prolegomena of Barrett's Edition of the Codex Z in Tri-
::w.Oc:omo Dublin; “Prima divisio textus sacri facta fuit per ..Hmn»oew sive
#tpalaie majora cum titulis annexis: horum auctorem suspicatur Millius
Prol. 354, fuisse Tatianum, quo melius Diatessaron suum institueret. Ummom..
E.E_ autem ex Tertulliano, textum per capitula distributum fuisse, qui
Lib. IL. ad Uxor. e. IIL loquitur de Capitulo in 1 Cor. ut et in Lib ._M Pu-
dicitia XVI. — Seculo demum tertio instituit Ammonius moﬁ.moucm .pe ipso
denominatas, quarum sunt- 355 et Tituli 08 in Matthwo: ad hosce autem
numeros proximo seculo Eusebins canones suos adaptavit. — Circa annum
<.9.o 396, Epistolas Paulinas in Capitula distributas fuisse, memorat Eutha-
lius: qui circa annum 431 idem preestitit in Actis (in quo libro 40 capita
esse voluit) et Epistolis Catholicis. Apocalypsin in 72 capitula distribuit

>.i

expected that the work will find favour with the mao«mpasm.






